Enjoy foods and hospitality H 1 i
from the old city of Edo. & Search for the shop signs and secret spy signals
which appear in Onihei Hankacho.
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yourself in Onihei Edo Dokoro Presented by NEXCO-East.
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Explore the streets

Once through the entrance at Kurihashi barrier, you will find
yourself in old Edo. Enjoy fine reproductions of the large
Nihonbashi shops that symbolize the prosperity of Edo, the
downtown streets of Honjo Fukagawa, the rows of food sellers in
Edo's busiest district on Ryogoku Street, and the neighborhood
streets where Onihei strolled. Here and there you can see the
names of shops from Onihei Hankacho.

The indoor streets rotate regularly through morning, evening, and
night scenes that are brought to life with the calls of vendors and
seasonal sounds. Enjoy an authentic time travel experience to the
deeply nostalgic world of Edo and the Onihei stories.

‘The author of Onihei Hankacho, Shotaro Ikenami, was also
well known as a gourmet. Onihei Edo Dokoro brings
together venerable long-standing shops and popular eateries
that preserve traditional Edo flavors and techniques, offering
an abundant and varied selection of Edo foods and gifts.

Enjoy Edo hospitality

Because Edo attracted a great diversity of persons
from all parts of Japan, the residents needed to
make special efforts so that so many different
people could live together in comfort and peace.
This was the Edo merchant philosophy of "Edo
Shigusa" (Edo manners). Onihei Edo Dokoro
offers a generous hospitality that incorporates the
thinking and behavior of Edo Shigusa. Come
experience the warm and friendly Edo culture that
so surprised overseas visitors during the last days
of the shogunate at the end of the Edo Period.

Edo and Onihei

‘The Edo Period was a time of exciting and
uplifting everyday lives and a bountiful spirit of com-
passion and cooperation. One of the most famous of the
Edo people is the novel character Heizo Hasegawa, known as
"Onihei." Based on the historical head of a police unit that
investigated arsons and robberies, Onihei is the main character
in the period novel Onihei Hankacho by Shotaro Ikenami, and
remains highly popular today.
Onihei Edo Dokoro faithfully reproduces the streets and
personalities of Edo in the late 18th and early 19th centuries
| based on historical evidence. This is the period depicted in
Onihei Hankacho and the period when the common
people of Edo were at their industrious peak. Many
i of the origins of the modern Japanese charac-
AL ter can be traced back to the streets of
old Edo.

Shotaro Ikenami
(1923~1990)

One of the most popular post-war
writers of period novels and

historical fiction, Shotaro Ikenami |

was also well known as a gourmet
and flm critic. Major works
including Onibei Hankacho,
Kenkaku Shobai, Master Assassin
Fujieda Baian, and Sanada

Taiheiki have been adapted for
television and film, sometimes
many times over, and continue to
be broadly popular among
audiences of every generation.
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llustrations: Onihei Hankacho Vol. 1, Shotaro lkenami and Onihei Hankacho no Sekai, edited by Shotaro Ikenami (Bunshun Bunko): National Diet Library:



